
THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

DOCKET NO. 2021-66-A 

In the Matter of:     ) 
       ) 
South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff’s  ) 
Motion to Solicit Comments from Utilities and ) PETITION TO INTERVENE  
Other Interested Stakeholders Regarding  ) 
Measures to Be Taken to Mitigate Impact of  ) 
Threats to Safe and Reliable Utility Service  ) 
 

The South Carolina Public Service Authority (“Santee Cooper”) respectfully petitions the 

Public Service Commission of South Carolina (“Commission”) pursuant to R. 103-825 and other 

applicable rules of practice and procedure of the Commission to intervene and be made a party of 

record in the above-captioned docket. In support thereof: 

1. On February 19, 2021, The Honorable Henry McMaster, Governor of South Carolina, 

in a letter to the Office of Regulatory Staff (“ORS”) Executive Director Nanette 

Edwards, requested the ORS “…undertake a comprehensive review of the State’s 

public and private power grid to evaluate its ability to withstand potential ice storms 

and other dangerous winter weather conditions.”1 In his letter, Governor McMaster 

specifically requested Santee Cooper’s participation “to assist ORS in this important 

effort.”2 

2.  On February 22, 2021, the ORS filed a motion with the Commission, pursuant to R. 

103-829, asking the Commission to open a docket and require electric and natural gas 

utilities to provide information to the Commission regarding the measures that have 

been taken, or will be taken, to: 1) mitigate the negative impacts of ice storms and other 

dangerous weather conditions to the provision of safe and reliable utility service, and 

 
1 ORS Motion Exhibit 1 ¶ 2. 
2 Id. at ¶ 3. 
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2) ensure peak customer demands on the utility system can be met during extreme 

weather scenarios (the “Motion”).3  In its Motion,  Office of Regulatory also requested 

that the Commission “allow the South Carolina Public Service Authority to provide 

information to the Commission regarding measures the utilities have taken and plan to 

take to mitigate the negative impacts of potential ice storms and other dangerous 

weather conditions and to ensure peak customer demands on the utility system can be 

met during extreme weather scenarios.”4 

3. Santee Cooper is South Carolina’s largest power provider and the ultimate source of 

electricity for about 2 million people across the state of South Carolina and appreciates 

the opportunity to participate in this proceeding both to report on the steps Santee 

Cooper has taken and will continue to mitigate the negative impacts extreme cold 

weather conditions on meeting peak customer demand, but also to learn from the 

experience of other utilities participating in this proceeding.  

4. Santee Cooper has historically maintained reliable service through extreme winter 

events, most recently the 2014 Polar Vortex, in which Santee Cooper was able to serve 

its firm load, while at the same time identify from that event opportunities for 

improvement.  Those opportunities included taking incremental steps to provide a 

higher level of protection to critical systems through the installation of enclosures, 

space heaters and more robust heat tracing, as well as refining seasonal protocols for 

the regular inspection and repair of these systems.  

5. It is in the public interest to allow Santee Cooper to participate in  this proceeding and, 

if permitted to intervene, Santee Cooper will fully cooperate and submit all information 

requested by the Commission concerning the measures Santee Cooper has taken and 

will take to mitigate the negative impacts of potential ice storms and other dangerous 

 
3 ORS Motion ¶ 6, Feb. 22, 2021  
4 Id. 
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weather conditions to the provision of safe and reliable utility service, and ensure peak 

customer demands on the utility system can be met during extreme weather scenarios. 

6. Granting Santee Cooper’s request to be made a party of record in this proceeding is in 

the public interest, is consistent with the policies of the Commission in encouraging 

maximum public participation in issues before it, is consistent with the Governor’s 

request, and will allow Santee Cooper to participate in an important initiative  that 

ensure continued electric reliability across the state’s grid.  

7. Petitioner is represented by counsel in this proceeding as follows: 

Stephen R. Pelcher 
Deputy General Counsel 
South Carolina Public Service Authority 
1 Riverwood Drive 
Moncks Corner, SC 29461 
(843) 761-4016 
srpelche@santeecooper.com 
 
Amber D. Daniels 
Attorney  
South Carolina Public Service Authority 
1 Riverwood Drive 
Moncks Corner, SC 29461 
(843) 761-7029 
amber.daniels@santeecooper.com 

 

 WHEREFORE, Petitioner pray for the following relief: 

a. That this Petition to Intervene be accepted and that Petitioner be made a party of record; 

b. That Petitioner be allowed to participate fully in this proceeding; and  

c. For such other and further relief as is just and proper. 

 s/Stephen R. Pelcher 
Stephen R. Pelcher 
Deputy General Counsel 
South Carolina Public Service Authority 
1 Riverwood Drive 
Moncks Corner, SC 29461 
(843) 761-4016 
srpelche@santeecooper.com 
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 s/Amber D. Daniels 

      Amber D. Daniels 
Attorney  
South Carolina Public Service Authority 
1 Riverwood Drive 
Moncks Corner, SC 29461 
(843) 761-7029 
amber.daniels@santeecooper.com 
 

 
 

Moncks Corner, South Carolina 
 
March 5, 2021 
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THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

DOCKET NO. 2021-66-A 

In the Matter of:     ) 
       ) 
South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff’s  ) 
Motion to Solicit Comments from Utilities and ) CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
Other Interested Stakeholders Regarding  ) 
Measures to Be Taken to Mitigate Impact of  ) 
Threats to Safe and Reliable Utility Service  ) 
 

The undersigned employee of the South Carolina Public Service Authority (“Santee 

Cooper”) does hereby certify that she has caused to be served upon the person(s) named 

below the Petition to Intervene on behalf of Santee Cooper in the foregoing matter via 

electronic mail as follows: 

 

Benjamin P. Mustian, Esquire 
Office of Regulatory Staff 
bmustian@ors.sc.gov  

Jenny R. Pittman, Esquire 
Office of Regulatory Staff 
jpittman@ors.sc.gov  

  
Roger P. Hall, Asst. Consumer 
Advocate 
SC Department of Consumer Affairs 
rhall@scconsumer.gov  

Carri Grube-Lybarker, Esquire 
SC Department of Consumer Affairs 
clybarker@scconsumer.gov  

  
Heather S. Smith, Esquire 
Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC 
Duke Energy Progress, LLC 
heather.smith@duke-energy.com  

Rebecca J. Dulin, Esquire 
Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC 
Duke Energy Progress, LLC 
rebecca.dulin@duke-energy.com  

  
K. Chad Burgess, Esquire 
Dominion Energy SC, Inc. 
chad.burgess@dominionenergy.com 

Matthew W. Gissendanner, Esquire 
Dominion Energy SC, Inc. 
matthew.gissendanner@dominionenergy.com  

 

 Dates this 5th Day of March, 2021. 

 

 s/Amber D. Daniels 
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